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an extensive canal system connecting and supplementing its rivers. The
low delta territory of The Netherlands has the most complete network
of drainage and commercial canals in Europe, and Belgium is also for-
tunate in having an extensive system. In northern Europe, Sweden and
Finland use canals to connect their numerous glacial lakes. Russia also
has a few that have been in use for a considerable period. In the
Mediterranean region few canals are to be found, except in the Po

Basin in Italy.

Ship canals have played a valuable part in increasing or maintaining
the importance of several European ports. The North Sea Canal has
maintained the importance of the port of Amsterdam, despite the fact
that the large ships have been unable to use the Zuyder Zee. The
Manchester Ship Canal has transformed that interior city into an ocean
port. The Corinth Ship Canal is limited because of its narrowness and
the speed of the current, but has contributed much to the maritime
importance of that port. The Kiel Canal across the Schleswig peninsula
was constructed primarily for military purposes, and proved 'most
valuable to Germany during the World War.

OCEAN  SHIPPING

Europe holds undisputed leadership among the continents in ocean
shipping. The United States and Japan are the only non-European
nations with important merchant marines. This leadership has been

TABLE  58

MERCHANT MARINE OF THE LEADING NATIONS,
(thousands of gross tons)

Tonnage

World .........................    70,131                  100. o

United Kingdom ................    20 , 303                    29 . o

United States ..................    13 , 544                    19.2

Japan .........................      4,276                     6.1

Germany ......................      4.255                     6.0

Norway ........................      4 , 066                     5 , 7

France ........................      3,566                      5.1

Italy ..........................     3.33*                   4.7

The Netherlands ................      3,118                     4.4

Sweden ........................      i , 705                     2.4

Greece .........................      1 ,398                      2.0

Spain ..........................      1,227                      1.7

Denmark ......................      i , 145                      1.6

Russia .........................         604                        . 8

Belgium .......................         547                        ,7
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